




Darr, on the other hand, created an L-shaped settee with a trian-
gular table so that guests have a choice of looking forward past the 
helmsman or watching the pop-up TV in the cabinet to starboard. By 
offsetting the settee, Darr also allowed space for a wetbar counter 
behind the settee with a fridge, icemaker, and wine chiller. Because 
the settee is raised, guests have a fine view through the surrounding 
windows, including the two aft windows that open. And, because no 
one wants to trudge down stairs to use the day-head, another day- 
head has been provided on the bridge.

The helm is a model of efficiency, with a pair of electric Stidd 
chairs behind a black-finished console that can be fitted with the 
new “glass cockpit” monitors. The big inlaid sapele wheel is ship-

sized, and the digital monitors for the Cat diesels are in a slanted 
burlwood panel below the electronics displays. 

A pair of angled doors on each side of the bridge lead to a  
Portuguese bridge so, with a walkaround controller, the skipper 
can handle most dockings from the wings. 

The boat deck is very large, and can easily handle a 14-foot ten-
der with the Steelhead 3000-pound davit. A console on the port side 
serves as a summer kitchen, with a Firemagic grill and sink. If the 
bridge and the boat deck seem even wider than the salon below, 
well, they are: the bridge overhangs the side decks to create pro-
tected passageways as well as protect the salon from the sun.

Like the other stairs aboard the 88, those from the boat deck to 

the after deck are wide and gentle, with sturdy rails. A watertight door 
from the swim platform leads to the crew quarters and, if the sea con-
ditions discourage that access, there is a ladder from the after deck.

Once inside, you realize that these are the kind of accommoda-
tions most crews see only in their dreams. The captain has a double 
cabin with a desk and hanging locker, while two crew members can 
share a bunk-bedded cabin opposite. All have access to a spacious 
head with shower, and a small utility compartment contains not only 
another washer and dryer, but a mini-galley as well. Best of all, the fit 
and finish is the same as throughout the yacht.

A word about the construction is important, because Ocean Al-
exander goes to great lengths both to design and engineer the yacht 
properly. The 88 started as an Ed Monk, Jr., design, which was then 
turned over to Ed Hagemann, a specialist in underwater surfaces, 
to fine-tune the shape—especially the prop tunnels. Then the plans 
went to Tim Nolan for a comprehensive structural analysis.

Much of the construction is conventional, but notable are the alu-
minum I-beams in the decks, which are tied to carbon-fiber arches. 
With aluminum bracing in the window mullions, the resulting fiber-
glass and metal structure bears more resemblance to a NASCAR roll 

cage than a yacht, but it is incredibly strong. We found the proof off-
shore, where the 88 was well behaved and predictable. 

Keypower bow and stern thrusters got us out of a tight docking sit-
uation easily and, once underway, the most noticeable feature of the 
88 was also the least noticeable: an almost total absence of noise.

Ocean Alexander brought in outside consultants to produce a 
sound- and vibration-control package that really works. At 1900 rpm 
or around 14 knots, my sound meter was barely recording 58 deci-
bels on the bridge. At lower speeds, it dropped to 56 decibels and 
it never went above 62. Take my word for it: That’s really quiet. We 
needed the engine monitors to be certain they were running.

Once into open water, the 88 came up to speed quickly with-
out needing trim tabs and, with the stabilizers at a mild setting, we 
topped out at 18 knots on the GPS. We also discovered that the boat 
was somewhat under-propped so I’d expect a bit more speed when 
she’s properly sorted out.

Ocean Alexander has built an impressive reputation and this new 
88 carries it forward as a fine example of a cleverly designed, su-
perbly built, and thoughtfully outfitted yacht.  ❏
Ocean Alexander, (800) 815-4081; www.oceanalexander.com
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LOA: 90’3”
LWL: 76’9”
BEAM: 22’

DRAFT: 5’4”
DISPL.: 208,000 lb.

FUEL: 3,000 gal.
WATER: 630 gal.

TEST POWER: 2 x 1,400-hp  
Caterpillar diesels

BASE PRICE: $5,885,000

underway, the 88 was well mannered and easygoing (above). 

An offset passage makes for larger staterooms (below). the 

dining area gives guests room to maneuver (below right).

From bow to stern, the layout is spacious. (above). the galley has real room to work, with lots of natural light (below).
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